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China suppliers of access control 
products will make the most of 
maturing technologies as they broaden 
selections and venture further into the 
security and surveillance market.

Driven by the integration trend 
and growth opportunities in home 
automation, companies are gearing 
R&D toward complete systems. 
Recently released security solutions 
enable users to monitor and control 
lighting, power, air-conditioning 
systems and appliances in addition to 
physical entry. 

Amid the popularity of 
multifunction models, makers are also 
ramping up development of traditional 
access control products. 

Export data is unavailable, although 
several research organizations estimate 
that global demand for biometric and 
nonbiometric security devices will 
reach $10 billion in the next two to 
three years. The two categories are the 
core products of the industry.

Aiming to capture a substantial share 
of the market, suppliers are enhancing 
critical aspects of performance, 
including speed and accuracy, to expand 
the range of suitable applications.

The following are some of the 
key trends and issues impacting the 
industry:

•  Prices will play an important 
part in driving sales in the year ahead. 
Many companies are planning to lower 
quotes to attract orders amid intense 
competition despite the pressure such a 
move would put on profits. 

•  With this in mind, makers will rely 
on their solid grasp of key technologies 
such as RFID and fingerprint 
recognition to offset cost concerns. The 
last stems from the industry practice 
of overseas procurement. Critical parts 
are often sourced from Taiwan, South 
Korea and Japan, with suppliers turning 
to top-tier providers in the US for high- 
end models that require sophisticated 
components. 

•  Aware that they cannot compete 
solely on price, companies will 
emphasize design capability as part of 
differentiation strategies. Integration, 
and consequently, convenience will be 
the primary drivers of R&D, although 
suppliers will be lining up cosmetic 
enhancements.

•  Makers will continue to target the 
EU. Shipments to emerging markets 
such as the Asia-Pacific region and the 
Middle East, however, will expand as 
companies gear up to achieve growth 
targets averaging 20 percent.

This report covers the major 
types of access control products 
manufactured in China. 

The Products & Prices section 
classifies them into three groups, 
namely access control systems, video 
door phones and home automation. 
The first category covers biometric and 
nonbiometric devices.

The section provides detailed 
descriptions of each product line, with 
emphasis on technical parameters. 
The most-common types of models 
available and the factors that influence 
pricing are also discussed. 

The Industry Overview focuses on 
the major issues affecting production 
and exports and how companies are 
coping with these challenges. 

The section also elaborates on the 
composition of each category’s supplier 
pool and explains the manufacturing 
and exporting capability of small, 
midsize and large makers.

The majority of featured 
manufacturers are mainland China-
owned, although the report also 
includes companies with Taiwan 
or Hong Kong investment, closely 
mirroring the structure of the industry. 
All profiled suppliers are capable of 
exporting directly.

In addition, three-quarters of 
makers are located in Guangdong 
province, which is the largest exporter 
of access control products in China.

To produce this report, Global 
Sources surveyed a wide range of 
suppliers. Rather than focus simply on 

representative sample of large, midsize 
and emerging manufacturers. All 

professional suppliers that may or may 
not be clients of Global Sources.

The selection of suppliers is 
designed to reflect the composition 
of the industry in China in terms of 
geographic spread, business type and 
company ownership. 

For in-depth company profiles, 
our research teams interviewed senior 
executives and export managers who 
discussed their recent performance and 
provided price, R&D, production and 
export forecasts for the next 12 months. 
The interviews were done in person, by 
phone or e-mail.

In each case, companies were 
required to answer specific questions 
designed to verify their manufacturing 
and export credentials, including their 
production and export statistics, and 
a breakdown of exports by product 
type and market. Our production 
checklist details the product-specific 
manufacturing capability of each 
supplier.

All profiled suppliers participated 
in a survey designed to provide insight 
into product and price trends, and 
challenges facing the industry in the 
next 12 months. All survey questions 
are single choice. Results were 
calculated based on the actual number 
of valid responses to each question.





China’s access control industry 
will continue to expand as certain 
key technologies mature, enabling 
suppliers to venture into integration, 
and improve convenience, 
performance and aesthetics.

This is under efforts to keep overseas 
trade strong in the year ahead, an 
endeavor reinforced by the Global 
Sources survey.

Results indicate optimistic 
projections. Nearly half of respondents 
estimate more than 20 percent growth 
in sales as makers strengthen their 
foothold in both traditional and 
emerging markets.

The export thrust is notable in the 
RFID segment of nonbiometric access 
control where companies are combining 
frequencies to broaden the range of 
applications for proximity cards.

Suppliers of readers are carrying out 
similar expansion endeavors by moving 
up the frequency band and introducing 
models that operate on 915MHz and 
2.45GHz.

Data for nonbiometric access control 
products is not available, although 
research company Freedonia estimated 
that global demand will rise 8 percent 
annually to reach $2.5 billion in 2010. 
In addition to proximity cards and 
readers, the line includes RFID tags, 
which have undergone a cosmetic 
upgrade through the use of glossy or 

recognition technologies, meanwhile, 
is driving growth in the industry’s 
biometrics segment. 

Suppliers are now integrating 
the function into T/A recording, 
nonbiometric access control systems 

security products and locks. 
Some companies are carrying 

merging biometric and nonbiometric 
recognition technologies. 

Such hybrids adopt different 

contactless IC card, and ID/password/
contact card.

In terms of performance, upgrades 
focus on FAR/FRR, recognition speed 
and accuracy, and customization. 

These enhancements are in line with 

share of the fast-growing business in 
biometrics. According to statistics from 
International Biometrics, the market 
will be worth $7.4 billion by 2012.

Growth opportunities in home 
automation are spurring integration in 
video door phones. 

Some models have safety and 
security functions, enabling 
interoperability with gas, smoke or PIR 
detectors and intruder alarms. Others 
are incorporated into advanced systems 
that monitor physical entry, lighting, 
security, power, and HVAC and 
entertainment appliances.

Most, if not all, China suppliers of 
access control products are specialists. 
This is because biometric and 
nonbiometric security devices, video 
door phones and home automation 
systems have varying manufacturing 
and technological requirements.

Differing target applications and 
markets are the other factors driving 

biometric and nonbiometric, access 
control products, for example, are 
designed primarily for commercial 
establishments such as banks, schools 

the other hand, are geared toward 
residential use.

Even within the access control 
systems segment, there is minimal 
overlap among manufacturers of card- 

These front-end devices are the core 
products of the industry. 

Only a handful of makers can offer 
both types and even then, companies 
tend to focus on one or the other.

Access control: Most manufacturers 
of access control devices engage only in 

solutions, sensor modules, card readers 
and other processes such as PCB layout, 
auto insertion and SMT.

The factories of small companies 
cover an area of 500 to 1,000sqm with 
monthly capacity not exceeding 5,000 
sets. 

Capable of turning out 5,000 to 
15,000 sets every month, midrange 
makers perform software application 
and function development in their 
plants, which range from 1,000 to 
2,000sqm. 

The majority of large enterprises 
carry out all processes in-house. 
Usually employing more than 20 
engineers, such suppliers have strong 
R&D capability, enabling them to 
engage actively in the development 

algorithms and data processing.   

specialization, nearly 80 percent of the 
approximately 500 makers of access 
control systems in China focus on 
nonbiometric or card-based models 
utilizing mostly RFID technology.

This particular product line is 
split further into tags and cards, and 
readers, which consist of 50 and 300 
manufacturers, respectively. Eighty 
percent of these companies are based in 
Shenzhen, Guangdong province.

Suppliers usually concentrate 

are capable of developing core 
technologies, including data collection 
and processing, and management and 
control software. 



Shanghai-based Anviz exports more 
than 60 percent of its output of access 
control products. North America, the 
EU and Central and South America and 
Africa are the largest markets, absorbing 
75 percent of shipments combined. 

The line accounts for 60 percent 
of sales and consists of access control 
systems and models that operate on 
biometrics and RFID. About 12,000 
units are produced every month as 
Anviz’s 50,000sqm factory utilizes
about two-thirds of current capacity.

There are 500 personnel in the 
plant, including 50 in R&D. 

Another 50 are responsible for QC.
Products bearing the in-house Anviz 

and Bio-office brands account for half 
of exports. ODM designs represent 
30 percent of shipments and OEM 
models, 20 percent. 

Anviz is projecting a price increase 
of more than 15 percent in the next 
half-year while growth in sales is 
expected to exceed 20 percent. 

The company plans to raise capital 
expenditure by more than 50 percent.

Fingerprint safes, time recorders, 
and core FP modules, software and 
accessories are also available.
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